Background: Despite mild reductions in the rates of lower extremity (LE) amputation over the past decade there is little data examining the use of arterial testing in patients prior to LE amputation. We characterized the rates of pre-amputation arterial testing in Medicare beneficiaries undergoing non-traumatic LE amputation from 2002-2010. methods: Using 5% Medicare 2000 -2010 data, we identified all patients undergoing non-traumatic LE amputation. For each patient, we examined the utilization of pre-amputation arterial testing in the 12 months prior to amputation. Multivariable modified Poisson regression models were used to identify patient and clinical predictors of pre-amputation arterial testing.
